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interaction in the 

world 

In Bulgaria to meet someone with bread and 

salt is a high form of hospitality! 

Bread symbolizes goodwill and sharing, and 

salt-wisdom, as well as protection from evil 

forces. 

When bread and salt are served, it must be 

taken. 

Head nodding for "Yes". 

Bulgaria is one of the few countries (if not the on-

ly one) where head nodding means "No" and 

shuffling from left to right - "Yes". In almost all 

other countries in the world, it is the opposite - 

vertical head movement means Yes, while hori-

zontal - No. 

The message of the flowers. 

Do not give carnations to dinner in Germany, 

Poland and Sweden as they are associated 

with a funeral. The same applies to chrysan-

themums in Belgium, Italy, Spain, France and 

Turkey. In France and Austria, red roses mean 

romantic interest, while in Mexico and Chile 

the yellow roses are a symbol of sorrow and 

separation. The odd number of flowers is con-

sidered a misfortune in China and Indonesia 

Behavior at the table. 

In Japan it is considered impolite if you do not 

dirty the tablecloth while eating or if you do 

not sip your soup. But such a thing in the so-

phisticated France will earn you contempt and 

even a warning. The same applies to the el-

bows on the table, conversations during meals, 

eating with fingers, etc. The truth is that no 

matter in which country you are, not all will be 

offended by the same thing. The point is simp-

ly not to disturb others. 



 Greeting is necessary for communi-

cation between people and shows good ed-

ucation and tolerance. It can be decisive for 

the further development of relationships - 

between the sexes, different nationalities,  

races. 

 

 

 Handshake, kiss on the cheek, bow 

or hug - every nation has its own tradition-

al greeting. 

 In France, it is accepted to greet people 
with a slight handshake or with a slight kiss on 
both cheeks. 

 In the UK, the most common greeting is a 
handshake accompanied by the question How 
do you do? 

 In Austria, the traditional greeting is 
handshake. And older men usually kiss the wom-
en. 
 

 

 

 

 In Greece, handshakes are the most com-

mon, at least in dating. If a relationship is deepened, 

a kiss may appear on the cheek. Among friends and 

relatives most often the handshake is accompanied 

by a light hug (in the case of men with a pat on the 

back) and a kiss on the cheek. 

 In Italy, friends and family members 

congratulate themselves with a kiss on the 

cheek, most often accompanied by warm 

hug, no matter what sex they are. 

 In Spain, as well as in most Mediter-
ranean countries, they have a habit of con-
gratulating each other with a kiss on both 
cheeks - both in dating and in friendships. 

 In Turkey, the usual greeting at a 

meeting is a healthy handshake, and be-

tween rel- atives and 

close friends with 

a kiss on one or both 

cheeks. An expres-

sion of tribute to the 

older is to kiss their 

right hand and touch a 

forehead beside her. 

 

 In the United States, the most com-

mon greeting between men is a tight hand-

shake. 

 In Mexico most people often 
greet each other with a hand-
shake or "kissing the air" 
around the face. 

 

Residents of Sri Lanka  

gather palms under  

chin and bow. 

 

 

 

 

 In Japan, it is a sign of good ed-

ucation for men and women to greet 

with bow - in the form of a slight nod 

with a head or a full bow in the waist. 

At home, where there are special tradi-

tional  mats called "tatami," the Japa-

nese kneel at bow. 

 

 

 

Hugs are taken as a sign of gratitude 

 

In Korea, they also greet 

with bow, followed 

by hand shaking. 

 

The Eskimos  

touch their noses  

when they greet. 

 

The Tibetans tongue out 

  (thus showing 

  the other person, 

that they  have  

no bad thoughts). 


